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Ski Passes - Now 
Even Easier to Get
Norpine gets money for grooming 
from the state which comes from the 
XC ski passes. Now it is even more 
convenient to find a place to buy them.
Annual MN Trail Passes are for sale 
at Cascade Lodge, Solbakken Resort, 
and Cascade State Park.  An individ-
ual statewide pass is $20 annual or 
$55 for 3 years.  The year is effective 
from July 1 to June 30th.  A ski pass 
is required for anyone 16 years of age 
or older on all Norpine trails.  Daily 
passes, of $6 each, continue to be 
available.  Ski passes are also avail-
able online at the MN DNR website.
Please support the trails and buy a XC 
ski pass.  A yearly pass is a bargain 
compared to just one day of downhill 
skiing.

Heavy Snow
As this December Newsletter was being written 
the latest world class El Nino or some other align-
ment of the stars was preventing our normal cold 
weather and snow from being experienced. It is 
being predicted that December 2015 is on track 
to and will  become the warmest ever recorded 
in the state of Minnesota, breaking a record that 
was set in 1877!  Even so, on Wednesday De-
cember 16th wonder of wonders enough snow 
fell on the trails followed by cold weather to be 
packed. Perhaps our winter will finally get off the 
ground. The trails have been thoroughly prepared 
removing the encroaching brush and mowing ear-
lier in the fall. Now they can be packed in readi-
ness for more snow that will allow for groom- ing. . Let’s hope for a good winter of skiing 

even though we are off to a bit of a late start.  
I guess that we should have been more specific 
about what we wished for because the heavy 
wet snow preceded by rain really clogged the 
trails with bent over brush, limbs and trees. A 
lot of work has gone into getting them back 
open and ski able but there are some areas 
that still haven’t frozen and are very wet so 
keep your skis dry so that they don’t ice up.

Equipment 
Last winter Norpine received a Federal Recre-
ation Trail Equipment Grant that allowed the 
club to purchase an Arctic Cat Bearcat Snowmo-
bile, an 84” Ginzugroomer and Tracksetter and a 
Dual Axle Equipment Trailer. The grant required 
a 25% match from Norpine that was funded in 
part by your member dues and special donations 
and by our Business Sponsors. The Snowmobile 
and Tracksetter were used to groom the West 
half of the Norpine Trail System. The Trailer 
will allow us to transport grooming equipment 
back to the Deeryard area trails to allow them 
to be groomed when there is not enough snow 
to do so near the shore where the equipment 
is stored. The trailer can also be used to trans-
port equipment to repair shops when needed.

Norpine Building 
In the summer of 2016 we will be building a 36’ x 
30’ Equipment Storage Building on land leased 
from Cascade Lodge. In the fall of 2015 an old 
building on the site was removed and a 140’ 
trench was dug with conduit  laid in it to prepare 
for electric service for the new building. Much 
of the construction of the building will be done 
by volunteers from Norpine and from the North 
Star Ski Touring Club from the Twin Cities. Fi-
nancial assistance for this project is made pos-
sible by a loan from Cook County. Please help 
to keep our costs down by volunteering some 
of your time working on this needed building.

The ongoing success and operation of 
the Norpine a Trail System depends 
upon you, and your willingness to 
contribute time and energy.  We are 
always looking for new members, 
and welcome Board additions.  If 
you love to ski/hike, we’d love to 
have your help.  We need help brush-
ing and maintaining trails as well as 
office type help such as sending out 
letters, writing articles for the news-
letter, soliciting funds to support the 
trail maintenance.  Currently, we have 
board members who have served a 
long time and we would really appre-
ciate some fresh blood to continue our 
efforts.  We appreciate whatever time 
you can afford to help us.  The Board 
meets quarterly with an annual gen-
eral membership meeting in the fall.  
Contact us at info@norpinetrails.org

New Board 
Members and 

Volunteers Needed



Building Construction & Trail Maintenance 
• This fall a lot of work was 
done to prepare for construc-
tion of the Norpine Equipment 
Storage Building. Edwin E. 
Thoreson was hired to demol-
ish and dispose of a dilapi-
dated structure that occupied 
the spot where the new build-
ing was to be located. Norpine 
volunteers headed by Norpine 
President and backhoe opera-
tor Bob Pranis used a tractor 
mounted backhoe owned by 
Dave Howe to dig a ditch 3’ 
deep from the Cascade Lodge 
storage building 140 feet to the 
future footing of Norpine’s new 
building. A conduit was laid 
in the trench before the trench 
was backfilled. Electric wires 
for the new building will be 
pulled through the conduit in 
the spring. Digging a trench in 
Cook County is no easy task 
and that proved to be our expe-
rience. Several large birch trees 
were also felled by our sawyer 
Elger Lorenzsonn, and cut up 

by the crew. The site will be 
readied for footings and a con-
crete slab in the spring followed 
by construction of the building.
 
• Most of the Annual Work 
Weekend in late October with 
the North Star Ski Touring 
Club and Norpine volunteers 
this year consisted of the nev-
er ending job of clearing en-
croaching overhanging brush 

   Norpine does receive a portion 
of the proceeds from the sale of 
ski passes, but any money received 
from that is consumed for groom-
ing alone. We do not have money 
at the end of the year to save for 
new equipment and maintenance.  
   We are fortunate to have good 
volunteer grant writers (thanks 
Michael and Pete) so we have re-
ceived various grants over the 
years for purchasing grooming 
equipment.  We have been able to 
add a groomer and a wide track 
snowmobile which is used for 
grooming the West end of the trails.  
Last year we were able to add a 
tractor for brushing and mowing.  
   These are paid in part by grants 
and in part by your dues and 
business sponsorships.  Please 
encourage others who utilize 
our trails to become members 
and contribute to keeping these 
trails open and well groomed.  
   Thanks everyone for your help 
in allowing this beautiful trail 
system to continue in operation.  
A reminder that annual dues of 
$25 per family/$15 individual are 
due in the fall.  We are a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit corporation, so any 
donations are tax deductible.

Funding/Dues

from the trails. Some work 
was also done to add rocks 
around a couple of the foot-
ings on the bridge that was 
rebuilt in 2014. A short term 
fix was made to a culvert 
on the Massie Loop that re-
peatedly washes out. Rock 
fill was added so that the 
grooming equipment could 
get across this winter. On 
Sunday a crew headed up by 
Michael O’Phelan also did 
some culvert repair work.
   Every year we are fortu-
nate to have the group of 
volunteers from the North 
Star Ski Touring Club help 
with the job of preparing 
the trails for winter. Cascade 
Lodge and Solbakken pro-
vide lodging and Cascade 
Lodge feeds breakfast and 
lunch to the crews. A buffet 
provided by resorts and busi-
nesses in the area is hosted 
by Solbakken on Saturday.


